TEEN-AGE OPPORTUNITIES
There is another side of growing up. It is .knowing
how to make friends, how to work and play happily
with others, how to face facts, and how to overcome
difficulties. You are taking tests on these points from the
time you get up in the morning until you go to bed at
night. Perhaps it will help you to see how other teen-age
boys and girls have met them.
i. How to make friends. When Jane went to a new
school, she was lonely for her old friends. The boys and
girls in the new school already had their own special
friends. They spoke to her of course, but they did not
ask her to do things with them.
Jane was shy, but she followed her mother's advice.
Her mother had said, "Find out the interests of the boys
and girls in your class. Find something that each one
does very well." Jane asked one girl about her beautiful
Indian bracelet. That question led to an afternoon look-
ing at pictures of Mexico and a real friendship. She
asked a boy how he had learned to draw so well. He
was pleased that she had noticed his drawing and brought
some of his pictures to her house. This brought her an-
other friend. She asked another girl to teach her to play
kickball. Before long she had a place on the team. In a
short time Jane had learned at least one interest of
everyone in her class and was fast becoming popular.
"The boys and girls in my grade are all interesting/'
she told her mother. Her mother said, "Perhaps the
secret is in your being interested in them."
There is a story about a stranger who was traveling
through a new country. He met a person who had lived
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